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T'S LTKE stepping into a time-
warp. There's a Wurlitzer, a tiled
counter straight out ol a Fillies
call, poriraits of Presley and
Brandao's Wild (ue on the walls
and more pre-unit hardware than you
can shake a can of Brylereem al.
"W are the oripingl Trwmph lanatcs,”
explaing CLll Rushworth, “Bul we'te not

Cliff has beon nmning Ace Classics
{081 698 4273) for over Lhrvy years;
that's three years of holding down
Iwa johs, working long cold hours
during the day and spending his
evenings machining or making up
orders:

Ace Classics” advertising  motlo
reads: Triwmpl pre-antit speves that fi

Cliff Rushworth
[laft) and Alan
Cakebread started
theirsouth-east
London business
thiee years ago
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throwbacks, we
don’t wanl lo go
arvund in winkle
pickers. We know
this is (T Nincties.”
s then that you
notice this isn’ the
real Fiftics Mooy
alter all,  maidy
because this isnt
hall 1ty enoiigh.

This iy Ace Clas-
sics in Lee, an arca
right by the South
Circular mad in
south-cast London.
The pame derves,
predicrably enoagh,
Irorm the celebraled
Tockers” caffl which
useid o adorn the Morils Circular,
Tt the rest is as onginal as nostal-
fia gets.

Ace Classics was founded by
Iwo dyed in the wool pre-wnil
Tritnmph bulls, CHIT Rusherorth
and Alan Cakebread. Alan has
move] on, bl CHIF 810 rans the
show, helped by a team of fellow
enlbsiasts who ane also machin-
is18, salesmien and 1ea makers.

Ask Cliff to name the Triumphs
hie owms, and you'd hetter have a
pood memory: 1959 Boonie, 1960
RBonnie, Trophies from 1958 to
19640, g 1979 TI40D, not o men-
tiom a Tiger 110, Moron Atlas and
Ajay CSR. Teredity being what it
is, hig sons alse own a Boneic
apiece: Kevin will be old enough
to ride his 1962 model in three
years, while Simon will he into the
next.eeniury belore be can sling a
road legal leg over his 1961 ver-
Sinm.

Chff, now 42, didn't start quite
that young, bul young ciough. At
16 b was tearing vonmd Sowth
London on a Tonda CB7Z - *1 don'r like
admitting it, but they were [aster,” he
growls. Comversion Lo Trivompls wins soon
lotlowd, T last 20 o1 so years have scen
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(left] and Kevin own a Bonmie
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Picturad when the shop nﬁaned, hudding rockers Simon

more hilees houghl, sold, restored and alowve
all ridden, than Clill cane casily recall. Trom
Lhis major passion grew Lhe small personal
crisade that is Ace Classics,

! d begzan on a Honda

Ti's clear Wat il a well sorted Tri-
nmiph excites CHiff, a lesser example
just as casily olfends: e s oritical ol
the cowboys who have sprung up in
the dassic business: *You see suine
proopde selling bikes thatare so bad, so
nnoriginal — and it docsa’t seem to
bother “em — iU's au Insall. As Tii-
uwmph cnihusiasts we want to see it done
right, Lo pass on our expericnce and
Enowwledge.

"When we slacled boying bits for our

hilces, loads of stufl was unohrainable or, if
yio coudd getil, it was so bad you couldn't
pse i, Soowetd get, say, @ couple ol front
mudguards made, and friends wonld gei
wiinieh alil, soch ashk 18 o gl sorme lor them,
too. It sort of snoswballed from there.

"W spocialise wostly o 1954 o 1962
Triwmpds Troplies: and Tommevilles leom
1959 to 1942, Tul now we're heing asked
for stuff for rigid miodels which we know
less dboul. Bul we're learning — we Lad
ti, and pretty fast”

Yo tlon't oewd 1o cxamine Ace’s books
o see that CHIT is an entbisiast lest and
businessman a long way second. Tr spite of
o grovwing business, he maintaing his mod-
cst roofing work. The shop only opens on
bridays and Salurdays, CHIL uswally linds a
mate 1o ind thes stare lor him en Fridays,
andd tries toget in himsel on Salurdays. He
ianl convinced & dassic shop needs 1o be
open five or six days o week: “Thn 101 did
comne to that, it beats getting up at fam in
the st 1o K sorneone’s roul.”

Many of these they manufacture.
Their pants include Trophy sump
shields, lilting handles, gearbox
cover plates, frond and rear md-
guards and stays, chainguards, cen-
tre slands, and QD wiring looms of
which, as [ar a5 they konow, they're
the only producers.

The lnoms are a dassic illusration
of previcusly indedor copies, Anoth-
¢r QD Ioom was advertised some
wehile back hal conneeted via “some-
thing ‘orrible like a towing-hilch
socket. We use a meat modemn sock-
el externally identical to the origimal.
Feople still ring up hoping ‘it's not
fike that other one’. SR, i you make
good stull, word will get round.”

T addition to supplying el own
pacts, Ave buys in exhaost systems.
mibhers, tank badges and sprockets.
Their range extends every month,
and they soon reckon o supply “vir-
Luetlly ‘everything” '@ pre-unit Tri-
umph owner needs. They also
undertake complete restorations, as
well as ollerng painting, chroming,
bead blasting and engine huilding
Seryices,

CHIf helieves that Lhe spares side
has cortainly saved them: “There"s no
doubt about it, if we hadn't gone intn
spares, we'd have gone under. We
sold complete bikes o begin witly, but
the business is in sparves.”

But there's o denying bis entliu-
siasm. He seems as happy to stand
andl jaw abowl Trinmphs as be i 1o
sell thern. Although soft sell might be
the latest marketing fashion, his isan
altogether more  instindive approach
which has denve more [or poe-unil enthuo-
siasts than it has for CIiffs bank accooat,
For instance, one display area is ear-
marked lor original paintwork as & reler-
ence for anvoue who cares to drop by and
look withoul obligation. And you couldn’t
lird @ muwe evocative place o talk Trum-
pels than the shop itself, from the Wurl-
ilzer juke box o the perind posters. In
Torwhon SELZ, the Triumpl Teelgood lac-
tor is high
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